DISCIPLESHIP - MATURING: 
A CHURCH BUILDER; Sect1
The scriptures tell us there is only one foundation that the Church can be built on, and that is Jesus Christ, the Word of God.
(1) 1Cor.3:10-11 “According to the grace given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and another man is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. For no other foundation can be laid than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
Now as there is only one foundation, it follows there is only one Church because it's impossible to have two buildings on one foundation. That Church is made up of all those who believe God's Word, as shown to us in Jesus Christ, and this belief must be without any additions or subtractions from the scriptures.
That Church and that Church only, is the one we have been called to build up, or edify, and within the scriptures it is likened to a building and a human body
Remembering the above text;
(2) 1Cor.3:10-11 “According to the grace given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and another man is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. For no other foundation can be laid than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
Now add;
(3) Eph.2:19-22 “We are no longer strangers and sojourners, but we are fellow citizens with the saints, and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is joined together, and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you are also built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.”
We are left in no doubt where we are to find the ingredients to make up the concrete for the foundations of the church. These ingredients are spelled out in detail in;
(4) Heb.6:l-2 “Let us leave behind the elementary doctrines of Christ, and go on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith towards God, with instructions about ablutions, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.”
And remembering that we are warned in;

(5) 1Cor.3:11 “No other foundation can be laid by anyone, except that which is laid, which is Christ Jesus.”
 And so it is very clear that any church group which is built on anything other than the PURE WORD cannot bring the true, pure gospel of salvation, as shown in;
(6) Acts 4:12 “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven, given among men, by which we must be saved.”
It would appear at times, even when the proper foundation is laid, that the preparatory work has not been carried out according to the specifications laid down in the Word. That spec tells us the foundations must be dug deep right down to solid ground, the solid Rock of the Word, and if any loose soil or clay is left, then the foundation, even with the right ingredients, will be weakened and the structure will not be able to stand under extreme pressure. It will fragment, breaking the structure which is on it into little pieces, and we can see that so clearly in the fragmentation of the church into denominational groups, and the ever increasing fragmentation of these same groups.
The loose soil and clay represent the shifting, changing, expanding beliefs and teachings of man, i.e. the leaven of man's thinking, added to the Word.
(7) Jer.6:14 “They have healed the wound of my people lightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ where there is no peace.”
(8) Matt.7:24-27 “Every one who hears these words of mine, and does them, will be like a wise man who built his house upon the rock, and the rain fell, and the floods came, and beat upon that house, but it did not fall, because it was founded on the rock. And every one who hears these words of mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house upon the sand, and the fain fell, and the floods came, and beat upon the house, and it fell, and its fall was very great.”
(9) 1Cor.10:1-4 “I want you to know brethren, that the fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptised in the cloud and in the sea, and they all ate the same supernatural food, and all drank the same supernatural drink, for they drank from the supernatural Rock which followed them, and that Rock was Christ.”
And remember again;
(10) 1Cor.3:10-11 “According to the grace given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and another man is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. For no other foundation can be laid than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
As the concrete for any foundation must be reinforced and strengthened with the right steel placed deep within, so the concrete of the Word has to be reinforced with the might (steel) of the Spirit of the Word, AND BY NO OTHER SPIRIT, otherwise the foundation will be weakened.
(11) Eph.3:14-19 “I bow my knees to the Father, from whom every family in heaven and earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with might through his Spirit in the inner man. And that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have power to comprehend with all the saints, what is the breadth, and length, and height, and depth, and to know the love of God, which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.”
(12) 1Jh.4:1 “Do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see if they are of God; for many false prophets have gone out into the world.”
(13) 2Cor.3:5-6 “Such is the confidence we have in Christ towards God, not that we are competent of ourselves to claim anything as coming from us; our competence is from God, who has made us competent to be ministers of a new covenant, not in a written code, but in the Spirit; for the written code kills, but the Spirit gives life.”
(14) 2Cor.4:16 “We do not loose heart, even though our outer nature is wasting away, because our inner nature is being renewed every day.”
(15) Eph.6:10 “Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of HIS might.”
DISCIPLESHIP - MATURING: 
A CHURCH BUILDER; Sect 2
The building or temple of God is seen within the Word in two different ways.
FIRSTLY, our bodies are individually regarded as temples of the Holy Spirit.
(16) 1Cor.6:19-20 “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own, you were bought with a price, so glorify God in your bodies.”
    SECONDLY, we are regarded collectively as ‘The Temple’ of God;
(17) Eph.2:21-22 “In Christ Jesus, the whole structure is joined together, and grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him, you also were built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.”
(18) 1Pet.2:4-5 “Come to him, to that living stone, rejected by men, but in God’s sight chosen and precious, and like living stones be yourselves built in a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices to God, through Jesus Christ.”
Because of these two things, it is essential that (A), we have the correct foundation properly laid in our own lives, and that (B), we recognise the absolute importance of being sure that the same is true of those we count as brothers and sisters. Otherwise, collectively, as the temple, we are building on a weakened foundation, and so the whole structure we're involved in building could be in danger of collapsing, bringing us down with it.
(19) Col.2:16-19 “Let no one pass judgment on you in matters of food or drink, or with regards to a festival, a new moon, or a Sabbath. These are only a shadow of the things to come, the substance belongs to Christ. Let no one disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement, and worship of angles, taking his stand on visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind, not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which comes from God.”
(20) 2Cor.6:14-16 “Do not be mismated with unbelievers for what partnership has righteousness with iniquity? What fellowship has light with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? What has a believer in common with an unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of God with idols? Now we are the temple of the living God, as God says, “I will live in them, and move among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.”
In the building of Solomon's temple the stones had to be prepared in the quarry, not on the temple site, and we, as 'living stones', need a great deal of chiseling, chipping, cutting and polishing, before we can be properly fitted into the temple of God, without irritation to others, without rubbing them up the wrong way.
(21) 1Pet.2:4-5 “Come to him, to that living stone, rejected by men, but in God’s sight chosen and precious, and like living stones be yourselves built in a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices to God, through Jesus Christ.”
(22) 1Kings 6:7 “When the house of God was built, it was built with stones prepared at the quarry. So that neither hammer, nor axe, nor any tool of iron was heard in the temple while it was being built.”
This work of preparation is, in part, carried out in our ordinary 
everyday lives, by the people and circumstances which our God brings, or allows to cross our paths.
(23) Pro.27:17 “Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.” 

While we are shaped and changed by the people and circumstances we meet, nevertheless, the work of God which has to be done in us can only be carried out effectively by the Holy Spirit. Sometimes he does this directly, more often though it's through his Spirit empowered people.
(24) Eph.3:14:21 “I bow my knee to the Father, from whom every family in heaven and earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with might through his Spirit in the inner man. And that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have power to comprehend with all the saints, what is the breadth, and length, and height, and depth, and to know the love of God, which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

    Now to him, who, by the power at work within us, is able to do far more abundantly than all we could think or ask, to him be glory in the church, and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen.”

(25) Rom.8:13 “If we live according to the flesh, we will die; but if, by the Spirit, we put to death the deeds of the flesh, we will live.”
(26) Rom.5:5 “Hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us.”
(27) 2Cor.3:18 “We all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another, and this comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
(28)Ex.31:l-6 The Lord said to Moses, “See, I have called by name Bezalel, of the tribe of Judah, and have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver and bronze, in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, for work in every craft. And I have appointed with him Oholiab, of the tribe of Dan, that they may make all that I have commanded you.”
Now while this world is the quarry, heaven is the build​ing site, as is clearly shown in;
(29) Rev.21:9-10 “One of the seven angels spoke to me saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb,” and in spirit he carried me away to a great high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.”
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As we’ve seen in Rev.21:9-10, heaven is the real build​ing site of the church, the city of God, and there it’s described as “coming down out of heaven from God.” 

Again the apostle, John, tells us in;
(30) Rev.21:22 “I saw no temple in the city, for the temple is the Lord God the Almighty, and the Lamb.”
It’s only when the real church comes down from heaven that it can be clearly seen by those of earth. And this has happened a number of times when the Lord, by his Spirit, has sent a great revival of love for the Spirit of his Word, thereby breathing life into the dead bones of the cold church. Without this action on our God’s part, all that can be seen here is the shambles of the quarry.
But even when there is a great action of the Spirit, it’s still a complete mystery to the natural man.
(31) 1Cor.2:14 “The unspiritual man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.”
So, for now, almost all the time, the church functions on this earth in a form not discernable to the natural man, but in a form that can only be understood clearly by the spiritual man. Because, just as a building site appears an absolute shambles to the untrained eye which has not seen the finished model, so too, those who have not seen Jesus, God's perfect model, cannot make sense out of the shambles.
(32) 1Cor.2:6-16 “Among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age, or of the rulers of this age who are doomed to pass away. But we do impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glorification. None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
    But, as it is written; “No eye has seen, and no ear has heard, neither has the heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him.”

    God has revealed these things to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God; for what person knows a man’s thoughts except the spirit of the man within him? So also, no one comprehends the thoughts of God, except the Spirit of God. 
    Now we have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is from God, that we might understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom, but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who possess the Spirit.
    The unspiritual man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man understands all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ!

(33) 1Cor.3:19-20 “The wisdom of this world is folly with God; for it is written, “He catches the wise in their craftiness,” and again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.”
The church is also compared to a human body;
(34) 1Cor.l2:27 “We are the body of Christ, and individually members of it.”
And like a body, it’s made up of many parts, all of which are so necessary for it to function properly and grow to maturity.
(35) Rom.12:4-8 “Just as in one body there are many members, and all the members do not have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually member of one another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them; if prophesy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.”
(36) 1Cor.12:12-14 “Just as the body is one, but has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For as by one Spirit we are all baptised into one body, whether Jew or Greek, slave or free, and all were made to drink of one Spirit. For the body does not consist of just one member, but of many.”
(37) 1Pet.4:10-11 “As each has received a gift, employ it for one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace. Whoever speaks let him speak as on who utters the oracles of God. Whoever renders service, let him render it by the strength which God supplies, so that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”
And just as it is necessary for a human body to function 100% that it be in perfect health and condition. So too with the spiritual body, each part, right down to the smallest, the apparently most insignificant, must be working properly for the whole body to grow as it should.
(38) Eph.4:11-16 “Christ’s gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; so that we are no longer children, tossed to and fro and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the cunning of men, by their craftiness in deceitful wiles. 
    Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head; into Christ, from whom the whole body joined and knit together by every joint with which it is supplied, makes bodily growth, and upbuilds itself in love, when each part is working properly.”

(39) Eph.4:1-3 “I beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all lowliness, meekness, and patience, forbearing one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
Finally, two things of the utmost importance which we need to remember in the work of building God's temple. (A) Unless the Lord is the 'Builder', everything is in vain, because he alone knows the time of completion, and it is he, not us, who has the final approved plan in heaven.
(40) Ps.127:1 “Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labour in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.”
(41) Heb.11:8-10 “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go to a place which he was to receive as an inheritance, and he went out not knowing where he was to go. By faith he sojourned in a land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to a city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.”
(42) Matt.24:36 “Of that day and hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.”
(43) Heb.8:5 “The tent and its set up were a copy; a shadow; of the heavenly sanctuary, for when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God saying, “See that you make everything according to the pattern which was shown you on the mountain.”
(44) Heb.9:23-24 “It was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, there to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.”
And the second thing we must remember is (B), we need to be extremely careful of our choice of materials for building, or our work may be destroyed in the final testing, and we’ve already seen this happen in many small ways, if we care to look.
(45) 1Cor.3:10-15 “According to the grace given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and another man is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. For no other foundation can be laid than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now, if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stone, wood, hay, or straw, each one’s work will be made manifest; for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If the work which anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If it does not, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.”
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